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•

• ANY MINOR

UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) 
. 



Sex acts exchanged for

Money
Substance 
Addictions

Protection Shelter Transportation Food



•

• FORCE, FRAUD, COERCION

•

•

•

•





1 in 5 children missing in 2015 were likely sex 

trafficking victims (that’s up from 1 in 7 in 2013)

74

26 74% of children 

missing were in 

foster care or with 

social services when 

they ran

1 in 3 youth missing from care will be approached within 
72 HOURS

Source: National Center for Missing and Exploited 

Youth
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Of individuals sold for sex in 

Nebraska show some sign of 

being underage or controlled 

by a third party.

135
Are conservatively designated 

as “high risk” by researchers.
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The Omaha “Market”: Potential Victims
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CONVICTED SEX TRAFFICKERS IN 

NEBRASKA
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PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS

98.1% of victims 
suffer 

psychological 
harm

Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder 

(54.7%)

At least 1 suicide 
attempt (41.5%)
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Evidence of being 
controlled

Disoriented
Excessive work 
hours and paid 

very little

Not in possession 
of identification 

documents

Works in the sex 
trade industry

Difficulty focusing, 
persistent fear, 

submissive 
behavior

Depression and/or 
anxiety

Flat Affect
Accompanied by 

older person



Create A Safe 
Space

• Separate from 
suspected 
trafficker

• Offer choices

• Inform on limits of 
confidentiality

No 
Judgement

• Normalize 
dynamics

• Be comfortable 
hearing their 
story

• Believe what you 
are told

Incremental

• Don’t push or 
rush information

• Allow for breaks

• Know your role

• Do not 
overpromise



Are you in 
need of 
medical 

treatment?

How do you 
make money 
for yourself or 
your family?

How do you 
know this 
person?

Have you ever 
been asked or 

told to have sex 
or perform sex 

acts for money, 
housing, or 

favors?

What would 
happen if you 
left your job (or 

employer, 
boyfriend, 

etc)?

Do you feel 
unsafe or 

threatened in 
your life or do 
you feel your 

family is 
threatened?



MINORS

• CPS/CAN HOTLINE

• CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER

REFERRAL

• POTENTIAL DHHS CASE

ADULTS

• 911 OR 888.3737.888

• LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

• THE SALVATION ARMY





Rajaram, S.S. & Tidball, S. (2016). Nebraska Survivor's Speak – A Qualitative Study. Preliminary 

Report submitted to the Women’s Fund of Omaha



Rajaram, S.S. & Tidball, S. (2016). Nebraska Survivor's Speak – A Qualitative Study. Preliminary Report submitted to the 
Women’s Fund of Omaha
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Contemplation

Contemplation
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Action
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Stages of 

Change
Prochaska and DiClemente
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NHTTF OPERATIONAL COMPONENTS

Attorney 

General

Salvation 

ArmyState 

Response 

Team

Regional 

Respons

e Team

(Local Response 

Team)

NHTTF 

Coordinator

(Enforcemen

t)

NHTTF 

Coordinator

(Services)



Law 

Enforcement

Community 

Partners

Service 

Providers

Community 

Caretaking








